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ECONOMY, ENERGY AND FAIR WORK COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

9th Meeting, 2020 (Session 5) 
 

Tuesday 17 March 2020 
 
The Committee will meet at 9.45 am in the David Livingstone Room (CR6). 
 
1. Declaration of interests: Maurice Golden will be invited to declare any relevant 

interests. 
 
2. Decision on taking business in private: The Committee will decide whether 

to take items 4 and 5 in private. 
 
3. Energy Inquiry: The Committee will take evidence from— 
 

Fraser Crichton, Corporate Fleet Operations Manager, Dundee City 
Council; 
 
Lesley Deans, Principal Transport Planner, Clackmannanshire Council. 
 

4. Energy Inquiry: The Committee will consider the evidence heard at today's 
meeting. 

 
5. Work programme: The Committee will consider its work programme. 
 
 

Alison Walker 
Clerk to the Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee 

Room T3.40 The Scottish Parliament Edinburgh 
Tel: 0131 348 5207 

Email: Alison.Walker@parliament.scot 
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ECONOMY, ENERGY AND FAIR WORK COMMITTEE 

ENERGY INQUIRY 

SUBMISSION FROM Clackmannanshire Council 

Local Energy 

1. The appropriateness and achievability of the 2020 and 2030 community and locally 
owned energy targets. What are the key issues impacting the viability of relevant 
schemes? 

As the demand for energy and associated services increases to meet social and 
economic change and the pressures to tackle climate change/ CO2 emissions and 
improve health and welfare increase it is considered that it is appropriate to set 
renewable energy targets. 

The key issues impacting upon the viability of the targets and schemes are: 

 UK Government policies and funding opportunities 

 Awareness and public acceptance 

 Lack of disincentives to ensure reduction of carbon across sectors 

 Decrease in, incentives such as F.I.T. and RH.I. 

 Alignment with non-energy policies e.g. agriculture, planning 

 Lack of/Implementation of regulatory measures 

 Private sector investment/partnership development - systematic development of 
policy frameworks that reduce risks and enable attractive returns that provide 
stability over a time frame relevant to the investment. 

 The levelized cost of energy for the many of the renewable technologies is 
presently higher than existing energy prices -policy makers should make sure 
that renewable energy technologies can operate in the system on a level 
playing field with other technologies, facilitating innovation, supply and 
consumption of renewable energy in all end-uses.  

 Transmisssion/Networking integration issues - Decentralised renewable energy 
solutions (stand-alone and mini-grids) will play a key role in achieving universal 
access to modern energy services by 2030. In the specific case of mini-grids, 
enabling regulatory measures are needed related to the right to generate and 
sell electricity, tariff-setting and main grid-connection, and fiscal and financial 
incentives such as subsidies, grants and tax breaks. 

 Retro-fitting implementation costs 

 Ecological issues 

 Energy security 

 Climate change has the potential to impact up on the size and geographical 
distribution of renewable energy schemes. 
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2. Whether it is appropriate to incorporate community and locally owned schemes in the 
same target and policy area? What more could be done to encourage and support 
community owned schemes? 

It is considered that renewable energy needs to be developed in partnership with 
communities to allow for an overall energy transition. 

Local authorities are a trusted brand with expertise that can support and encourage 
community participation. Funding and resources are required to maximise the 
potential of local authorities to encourage behavioural change and to grasp renewable 
energy opportunities that will improve/increase health, welfare, skills, training and job 
opportunities. 

Progression of the energy transition is dependent on the policy makers being aware of 
the transformative impact on society, institutions, financing, ownership structures and 
the wider economy. Flexibility and the ability to adapt quickly to changes is necessary. 
To facilitate this we must have effective participation by all stakeholders. 

 

3. Do CARES Grants and Loans adequately support relevant projects?  

The requirement of 50% match funding does cause challenges. We are aware that 
staffing resources can be used to cover the share but with reducing resources this 
makes it challenging for a small local authority 

The development loan has a high interest rate which impacts upon the financial 
feasibility of projects. Local Authorities need low cost capital for infrastructure 
investments in energy demand reduction. 

The innovation grant maximum of £150,000 creates constraints on the size/scale of 
projects that can be developed 

Existing de Minimis requirements create challenges for local authorities 

          

4. The role of Distribution Network Operators in connecting community and locally owned 
projects. What more could be done by DNOs to encourage and support projects? 

They could work with Local Authorities in partnership to develop network innovation 
projects which pilot less expensive/intelligent methods of mitigating network 
constraints. 

Work with L.A.’s to identify future developments to enable them to plan for 
reinforcement of the network in advance of the development taking place. 

Participate in local energy master plans. 

 

5. What role can smart, decentralised local energy systems play in ensuring security of 
supply and supporting a just transition to net-zero by 2045?  

By reducing peak demand through energy management 

Through on-site flexibility and energy storage, energy efficiency, implementation of 
heat networks and on-site combined heat and power systems. Improving energy 
efficiency at the point of use is pivotal to addressing our current challenges 
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6. The role of local authorities in delivering community and locally owned projects. How 
can these be integrated into local energy systems? 

It is considered that Local Authorities have a key role in delivering community and 
locally owned projects by providing platforms for the delivery of local economic, social 
and environmental objectives. The successes of Robin Hood Energy and Bristol 
Energy identify that Local Authorities can be a major player in the energy market. 
Clackmannanshire and Stirling City Councils are jointly developing an energy master 
plan which will identify our future requirements/demands and establish our renewable 
energy opportunities. This work will be pivotal to the development of local energy 
systems. This work will incorporate effective stakeholder engagement which will serve 
local needs. 

 

7. What systemic and behavioural changes are needed to increase the use of smart local 
energy systems? Has public engagement to date been successful and what more 
could be done? 

It is considered that public support is essential to increase the use of smart local 
energy systems. Raising the awareness of the benefits of reducing energy demand is 
considered to be a cornerstone in developing systems. Public engagement at all levels 
will be essential to encourage participation in local schemes. 

It is considered that “we could do better” in public engagement. At this point 
engagement has been very limited and the public still struggle to understand their role 
and also the wide benefits that arise from smart local energy systems. 

Local Authorities are a trusted brand and have proven track records in public 
engagement. Adequate finance to provide the necessary Local Authority resources is 
key to delivering on meaningful public engagement.  

The establishment of local community energy groups can help to deliver what is really 
needed as opposed to what professionals may think is needed. 
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